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Jay  l , la rsha l l ,  Ch ie f  [ng ineer
Genvral Coal Company
P.  0 .  Box  l20 l
Hunt i  ngton, Utah 84528

RE : Proposed i. i lodi f i  cati on To
(R-0- ld )  t to.  U-66838

Dear l '1r ,  l '4arshal l  :
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The i4 ine Design For Underground Right-of- t lay

0n Decembqt l . l ,  
. |990 

Genwal submit ted a proposal  to make minor changes to
the mine design of  their  undergrouncl  R-O-W Lhrough Federal  coal .  l6 ' is  n-O-t+
was,granted to provide access from Genwal 's exist inE operat ion on Federal
coa l  leases  to  the i r  S ta te  coa l  leases .

The rat ionale for  the changes is that  there were inconsistencies and
def ic ienc ies  in  the  or ig ina i  submiss ion .  Fur thermore ,  adverse  geo log ic
condi t ions recent iy encountered dur ing developrent of  the entr i6s haie also
prompted some proposed changes.

In  the  or iE ina l  submiss ion ,  Genwal  s ta tes  tha t  p i l la r  d fmens ions  were
inconsistent betv;een the namative (80 by 

. |60 
fbot centers) and the

underground project ion nrap (80 by 140 foot centers).  At  th is t ime Gervsal
has  proposed . |20  

foo t  p i ' l 1ar ' leng ths  tha t  wou ld  vary  be tween 
. |00  

and 
. |40

fee t  depend ing  on  vary ing  geo logr ic  cond i t ions  such as  depth  o f  cover  and
coa l  th i ckness .

Def ic ienc ies  in  the  or ig ina l  R-0-b l  app l i ca t ion  inc lude car  sw i tch-ou ts  and a
battery charging stat ion in the barr ier .  Genwal states that  car switch-outs
are necessary at  each intersect ion to al low haulage uni ts to srnr i tch out
c loser  to  the  miner .  These swi tch-ou ts  cons is t  o i  cu ts  in  the  bar r ie r  40
feet deep by 20 feet vride. Also, the battery haulage used by Genwa'l
requires a battery charging stat ion cut  in the barr ier  every 

. l ,500 
to 2,000

feet.

Two crossct l ts into the R-0-1.J,  a sand rol l  was encountered. This geologic
cond i t ion  was ver i f ied  by  our  mine  inspec tor  and Genwal  was g iven verba l
perm' ission to drop t l ie nuniber 6 entry ?or one crosscut.  Genwa, l  ant ic ipates
encounter ing  add i t iona l  sand ro l l s  in  the  deve lopment  o f  the  R-0-W and has
requested author izat ion to nrake simi lar  minor entry adjustnrents as necessary.
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Our  rev ie lv  o f  a l l  ava i lab le  da ta  in  the  area  d id  no t  revea l  a  w ide  range o fqeo log ic  cond i t ions  tha t  wou ld  war ran t  vary ing  p i l la r  s izes .  Depth  o f *
overburden averages . l500 

feet and gradual ly ranges only about 40b feet f romnorth to south across the wic i th of" the R-O"-t i .  f ie also"do noi  r r ive any
in fo rmat ion  tha t  ind ica tes  tha t  coa l  th ickness  changes s ign i f i can t ' l y  i c .oss
the R-0-" i .  Therefore,  unt i l  addi t ional  informat io i  is  sr innrt t ted t i rat  would
ius t i f y  vary ing  the  p i11ar  s izes ,  Genura l  rnus t  rna in t .a in  l2o  foo i - fong p i i i J r i
across the R-0- l r l  unless author ized otherwise.

The necessi ty for  car switch-outs and battery charging stat ions is supported
b.V gur  exper ience w i th  Genwal 's  opera t ion .  These add i t ions  to  the  mine
design of  the R-O-H are accordinEiy approved as proposed.

Final ly,  because Genwal has provided evidence that indicates the occumence
of addi t ional  sand rol ls along the R-C-l , i ,  minor adjustments to the entr ies
are  au thor ized  fo r  th is  s i tua t ion .  Th is  approva l  i s  based however  on  Genwal
prompt ly not i fy ing the Pr ice coal  Off ice whbn these condi t ions are
encountered.

These approved changes (see at tached map) are based on a determinat ion that
they are in conforrnance lv i th the l ' ' ! inerai  Leasing Act of  

. l920, 
as amended,

the 43 cFR 3480 reguiat ions,  the terms and condi t ions of  the R-O-IJ,  and
maxinrurn economic recovery of Federal coal .

I f  you have any questfons regarding this matter,  p lease contact  Jarnes L.
lJard of  the Pr ice Coal  0f f ice at  (B0l  )  637-4594.

Sfncere ly  yours ,
' 1 i : :

i. ,v l|t'tltfAM 0 smNffiF

Ass i  s tan t  D is t r i c t  F lanaqer
i ' i i  neral Resources

Attachments
As Stated

cc :
U-065c (w/Attach. )
U-921 (w/Attach. )  /
U tah  D iv is ion  o f  0 i1 ,  Gas ,  anC fn i in ing  (w /o  A t tach . l  {

bcc :
B.  Nor th rup  (w/At tach .  )
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GENWAL COAL COMPANY
SH/et &esd DEC 11 tg90

December 11, lgg0

RE: UNDERGROUND ACCESS SPECIAL-USE PERMIT

Dear Jim:

As 'required by our underground Aecesg special-uee
Permit, I  am writ ing to inform you of the need to make
sone ninor changes to the permit.

Th" original Mine Reclamation pLan (MRp) and
special-uee Permi-t included an underground projectlon
maP- Thie map showed the Rleht-Of Way accees belng
driven on 14o by Bo foot centers. The verbiage in the
MRP stated 140 foot pi l lare which would result in 160
by 80 foot centers. These inconsisteneiee need to be
e la r i f i ed -

rdear pi l lar dimensions are a function of the
fol lowing parameters: pi l lar strength, vert ical
strese, height of the coal searn, extraction ratio and
production coneiderations. Due to the changing
condit j_ons, the 140 foot pi l lar referred to in the MRp
and the LZO foot pi l lar shown on the projectj_on map as
well aa the 1OO foot pi l lar now beiig used are al l
aPProPriately sized- we anticlpate pi lrar dimensions
!o vary between 1OO and 140 feet within i.n the
Rleht-Of Way.

It ls in the best interest of Genwal CoaI Company and
the Foreet service to expedite the croesing oi the Row
as quickly aa poaaible and to do it in ; way thatprovidee etabil l ty for future acceeer to unleaeed
Federa l  Coal -

A couPle of l teme were inadvertently left off the
,orl-ginal - projection map for the RieLt-Of Way. The
DaEtery haulage ueed by Genwal requiree a battery

Telephone (801 ) 687{S1 3

Mr- Ji-m Ward
Bureau of Land Management
9OO North ?OO East
Pr iee,  Utah 84bO1

C o n d i t i o n a l  I  y  .  A p p r o v e d

P.O. Box '12O1 .  Hunt ington, Utah A4S2g
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charg ing s tat ion to  be cut  every 1,SOO to 2,OOO feet .
Forty foot deep by 2o feet wlde euts into the barrier
are needed at each intereection to allow haurage unlte
to switch-out closer to the miner.

A eand roll was encountered two erogecuts into the
Rieht-Ot Way. This roll required that Genwal dropped
the nunber eix entry for one crosc cut. Unexpe-ted
geologic conditions wtlich may be encountered through
out the Right-of way courd require euch changee ln our
mine pro ject ione at .any t ime-

A new prbje6tlon map showing plllars on LZO foot
centers, ear switch-oute, and Lhe battery eharging
stations is included for your review.

If you have any queatione pleaee call  me at 6g7-9g19.

Sincere ly :

n /q n^",4!4-
R- qJaf  Mirshal l  P-8.
Chief Engineer

c . c .  A l l en  Ch i l de
George Morrig
F i l e



I . I INOR MODIFICATION TO T, I INE PLAN

C o n d i t i o n a l  I y  A p p r o v e d  B y :

6i"J ,l,.ZLr th /qt
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